
 

 
  ALL SWIM LESSONS ARE SUSPENDED DUE TO COVID-19 

 

We hope you are all safe and well and enjoying this beautiful weather. 

 

In a bid to control the spread of Coronavirus The Prime Minister ordered all 

leisure facilities to close on March 20th. As lockdown measures begin to 

ease in the uk, many of you will be wondering when Dolphin Swim Schools 

are likely to reopen. 

If you avidly follow the news, social media and national press we are sure 

our latest news will not come as a big surprise! 

The government has not yet confirmed when we can open and with ongoing 

restrictions Dolphin Swim School is currently unable to resume lessons 

throughout the summer as hoped. It is likely we may have to wait till mid-

July for any government considerations for Mitcham. Wimbledon College 

has confirmed that their pool will remain closed until September in line with 

the summer holidays. 

 

So why are the majority of non-essential businesses allowed to reopen 

from 4th July?... Good question. We could all do with having a night off 

from cooking and supping a cold beer or 3! especially after adjusting to the 

life changes and the challenges of being at home. We get that.. For Dolphins 

learning to swim and teaching those all-important lifesaving skills is the best 

gift you could give your child and adults alike. Statistics show that 1 in 5 

adults are unable to swim, those figures are staggering considering we live 

on an island.  

Aside from the fitness element. Swimming keeps the heart and lungs 

healthy, improves strength and flexibility. Increases stamina, improves 

posture and balance. We recognise that swimming contributes to children's 

development and benefits mental health, stress and confidence of all ages.  

Swim England have challenged the government's decision to prioritise pubs 

and restaurants over swimming pools. According to the World Health 

Organisation, the actual act of swimming itself is thought to be safe. 

Chlorine is thought to kill a variety of viruses including the Coronavirus, 

making the risk of contracting it in the water low. The Pool Water Treatment 

and Advisory Group     ( PWTAG ) confirmed that COVID-19 would be 
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inactivated with the levels of chlorine used in swimming pools. We back 

Swim England's plea and hope the government will consider these facts 

when determining if swimming can resume.  

 

What have we been up to while drying out?... Swim England has released 

robust guidance for when we are able to reopen and we have been busy 

looking at what measures and procedures may be required and put in place 

for when we do open. It won't be a case of business as usual, there will need 

to be some changes and things will be different. We want to protect 

everyone who works, uses and enters our school. If we are to play our part in 

protecting the NHS from another wave of covid-19 admissions, it is vital we 

follow the latest guidance by reviewing the considerations and determine 

any implications through detailed risk assessments. We are all going to have 

to adjust to the " new normal "... We will update you on these changes in due 

course. 

 

News and how you can get involved... The latest figures show 1 in 3 

children now leave primary school unable to swim. Surely this can't be 

true can it? Research carried out in conjunction with Kellogg’s, has 

revealed that around 200,000 children will leave primary school this summer 

unable to swim. 40% of children are not offered swimming lessons. This 

may be due to the lack of facilities in schools, high transport costs. The lack 

of school budgets or maybe just not a priority - despite swimming being on 

the National Curriculum Key Stage 2. 

What is even more shocking, children are not achieving the National 

Curriculum target of swimming 25 metres unaided by age 11, using 

recognised strokes on their front and back and use a range of personal 

survival skills. 40% of those children who can't swim haven't even been 

offered the opportunity of learning to swim. More than 400 people drown 

each year in the UK and that drowning is the third most common cause of 

accidental death in children. 

We will be running campaigns in schools to prioritise swimming (dates to be 

confirmed ). Dolphins believe every child should be safe in and around 

water. We will call on central and local government to show their 

commitment to the importance of learning to swim. 

"Swimming is the only subject on the National Curriculum that can 

save your life." 

You can help us by talking to friends, family and share this startling 

information. We will be running a new reward scheme for anyone that books 

a course through a referral. All they need to do is give us your name and we 

will reward you, either with a free lesson or discount off the next course. 

The choice will be yours.   

 



And finally... For those that paid for a course of lessons and Covid-19 put a 

halt on completion.  A credit has been applied to your account. So rest 

assured as soon as we are back in the water we will endeavour to set some 

time aside for that wherever possible or make a deduction from the next 

course if deemed and agreed suitable. 

For those that have not paid for the next course or want to book a course for 

either Mitcham and Wimbledon Please 

email kym@dolphinswimschools.co.uk. Of course, at this stage we will 

never ask for money. All we ask is that you email your interest and a 

preliminary booking will be made from the 7th September. 

Any questions, concerns, ideas or even changes and suggestions you would 

like to share. Kym will be on hand to discuss via her email. 

 

 

We will now be posting updates once a week, so please visit our website 

every Monday to read the latest on any developments. For now thank you all 

for being very understanding and patient. We have missed you and cannot 

wait to see you back in the water very soon. 

 

 

Stay safe 

 

 

The Team at Dolphins 
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